
We
 pr

ocl
aim

 Hi
m,

 wa
rni

ng
 ev

ery
 m

an
 an

d t
ea

ch
ing

 ev
ery

 m
an

 
wi

th 
all

 wi
sd

om
, s

o t
ha

t w
e m

ay
 pr

ese
nt 

eve
ry 

ma
n m

atu
re 

in 
Co

l 1
:28

We
lcom

e To
 Su

nda
y N

ight
 Bib

le F
ello

wsh
ip

Eve
ryw

ord
insp

ired
.

Eve
ryw

ord
pro

clai
me

d.

24 '
But

 I sa
y to

 you
, th

e re
st w

ho 
are

 in T
hya

tira
, wh

o d
o 

not
 ho

ld t
his 

tea
chin

g, w
ho 

hav
e no

t kn
own

 the
 dee

p 
thin

gs o
f Sa

tan
, as

 the
y ca

ll th
em

 
I pla

ce n
o o

the
r 

bur
den

 on
 you

.  
25 '

Nev
erth

eles
s w

hat
 you

 hav
e, h

old
 fas

t un
til I

 com
e.  

26 '
He 

who
 ove

rco
me

s, a
nd 

he 
who

 kee
ps M

y de
eds

 un
til 

the
 end

, TO
 HIM

 I W
ILL 

GIV
E A

UTH
ORI

TY O
VER

 TH
E 

NAT
ION

S;  
27 A

ND
 HE

 SH
ALL

 RU
LE T

HEM
 WI

TH 
A R

OD
 OF

 IRO
N, A

S 
THE

 VE
SSE

LS O
F TH

E PO
TTE

R A
RE B

ROK
EN 

TO 
PIEC

ES, 
as I

 als
o h

ave
 rec

eive
d au

tho
rity

 fro
m M

y Fa
the

r;  
28 a

nd 
I wi

ll gi
ve h

im 
the

 mo
rnin

g st
ar. 

29 '
He 

who
 has

 an 
ear,

 let
 him

 hea
r w

hat
 the

 Spi
rit s

ays
 to 

the
 chu

rch
es.'

The
 Alp

ha a
nd 

Om
ega

Rev
 22:

13;
 Re

v 1:
17;

 Re
v 2:

8; 
Rev

 21:
6

The
 Wo

rd 
Jn1

:1, 
Ma

l 3:1
; Jn

1:1
4; 1

 Jn
1:1

; Re
v 

19:
13

The
 Las

t Ad
am

1Co
 15:

45;
 Ro

 5:1
4

The
 Bri

ght
 Mo

rnin
g St

arR
ev 2

2:1
6, 2

 Pe
1:1

9
The

 Am
en

Rev
 3:1

4; 2
Co 

1:2
0

The
 Tru

e Li
ght

Jn1
:3-9

, Isa
 9:2

; Lk
2:3

2; J
n3

:19
-21

; 
Jn8

:12
; Jn

12:
46

The
 Lio

n o
f Ju

dah
Rev

 5:5
The

 Bre
ad o

f Lif
e J

ohn
 6:3

5; 6
:48

 
The

 Ga
te 

Joh
n 1

0:9

The
 Co

rne
r St

one
Mt 

21:
42;

Mk
 12:

10;
 Lk

20:
17;

 Ps 
118

:22
; Ac

 4:1
1; E

ph 
2:2

0-2
1; 1

Pe 2
:6-7

The
 Ro

ck1
Co 

10:
4; I

sa 8
:14

; Isa
 28:

16;
 Ro

 9:3
2-3

3; 
1 Pe

2:8
The

 Do
or J

ohn
 10:

9
The

 Bri
deg

roo
mJ

nM
t 9:

15;
 Mk

 2:1
9-2

0; L
k5:

34-
35;

 
Mt 

25:
1-1

0; R
ev 1

9:7
; Re

v 21
:2

The
 Fir

stb
orn

 Ro
 8:2

9
The

 Fir
stfr

uits
1Co

 15:
23

The
 Fir

stb
orn

 Fro
m T

he 
Dea

dR
ev 1

:5
The

 Ch
ief 

She
phe

rd1
Pe 5

:4; 
Mt 

2:6
; M

ic5
:2; 

Jn1
0:1

1; 
1Pe

 2:2
5; H

eb 1
3:2

0
The

 Pas
sov

er L
am

b1
Co 

5:7
A H

orn
 of 

Salv
atio

nL
k1:

69

1.
A p

ass
ing 

from
 dar

kne
ss t

o lig
ht.

2.  A
 pre

view
 of 

the
 com

ing 
sun

.

Mo
rnin

g St
ar

Jesu
s Ch

rist
 

app
ear

s &
Rap

ture
s H

is 
Chu

rch

Sun
 of 

Rig
hte

ous
nes

s
Mil

len
ium

Ma
l 4

:2
2 "B

ut f
or y

ou 
who

 fea
r M

y na
me

, th
e su

n o
f 

righ
teo

usn
ess

 wil
l ris

e w
ith 

hea
ling

 in i
ts 

win
gs;

1.
2.

ove
rco

me
th, 

and
 kee

pet
hm

y w
ork

s un
to 

the
 en

d, t
o h

im 
will

 I gi
ve p

owe
r ov

er t
he 

nat
ion

s: 
And

 he 
sha

ll ru
le t

hem
 wit

h a 
rod

 of 
iron

; as
 the

 
ves

sels
 of 

a po
tter

 are
 bro

ken
: ev

en 
as I

 rec
eive

d o
f 

Tha
t m

ay b
e a 

refe
ren

ce t
o th

e co
min

g of
 ou

r
-S. 

Lew
is Jo

hns
on



"I a
m .

 . . t
he 

Brig
ht a

nd 
Mo

rnin
g St

ar" 
(Re

v. 2
2:1

6). 
Wh

at i
s th

e 
mo

rnin
g st

ar?
 It i

s th
e h

era
ld o

f th
e d

awn
. Th

is te
lls u

s of
 the

 Lor
d 

Jesu
s as

 the
 Co

min
g O

ne.
  Je

sus
 is t

he 
. . . 

 Bri
ght

 and
 Mo

rnin
g St

ar. 
In a

 litt
le w

hile
 He

 is g
oin

g to
 shi

ne 
fort

h in
 glo

ry 
qui

etly
, 

sere
nel

y, b
eau

tifu
lly, 

to h
era

ld t
he 

com
ing 

day
. Th

is is
 the

 asp
ect

 of 
His 

com
ing 

dev
elo

ped
 by 

Pau
l th

rou
gh t

he 
Hol

y Sp
irit.

 He
 wa

s us
ed 

to o
pen

 it m
ore

 ful
ly. H

e sa
id, "

For
 the

 Lor
d H

ims
elf 

sha
ll de

sce
nd 

from
 hea

ven
 wit

h a 
sho

ut, 
wit

h th
e vo

ice 
of t

he 
arch

ang
el, a

nd 
wit

h th
e tr

um
p o

f Go
d: a

nd 
the

 de
ad i

n C
hris

t sh
all r

ise 
firs

t: T
hen

 
we 

wh
ich 

are
 aliv

e an
d re

ma
in s

hall
 be

 cau
ght

 up
 tog

eth
er w

ith 
the

m i
n th

e cl
oud

s, to
 me

et t
he 

Lor
d in

 the
 air

: an
d so

 sha
ll w

e 
eve

r be
 wit

h th
e Lo

rd."
 (1 

The
ss. 

4:1
6,1

7). 
It is

 Pau
l wh

o te
lls u

s, 
"Be

hol
d, I

 she
wy

ou 
a m

yste
ry; 

We
 sha

ll no
t al

l sle
ep,

 bu
t w

e sh
all 

all b
e ch

ang
ed,

 In a
 mo

me
nt, 

in t
he 

twi
nkli

ng o
f an

 eye
, at

 the
 las

t 
trum

p: f
or t

he 
trum

pet
 sha

ll so
und

, an
d th

e de
ad s

hal
l be

 rai
sed

 
inco

rrup
tibl

e, a
nd 

we 
sha

ll be
 cha

nge
d. F

or t
his 

cor
rup

tibl
e m

ust 
put

 on
 inc

orru
ptio

n, a
nd 

this
 mo

rtal
 mu

st p
ut o

n im
mo

rtal
ity"

 (1 
Cor

. 15
:51

-53
). T

hat
 is w

hat
 is g

oin
g to

 tak
e p

lace
 wh

en 
the

 Lor
d 

-Ha
rry 

Iron
side

ove
rco

me
rat

 the
 chu

rch
 of 

Thy
atir

a is
 

mo
rnin

g st
ar i

s Ch
rist

 (Re
v. R

ev. 
22:

16)
. Th

e 
mo

rnin
g st

ar r
ises

 nea
r th

e en
d o

f th
e lo

ng 
nig

ht, 
bef

ore
 the

 nig
ht h

as r
un 

its c
our

se a
nd 

bef
ore

 the
 

daw
n. T

he n
igh

t is 
the

 cur
ren

t ag
e. T

he d
ay i

s th
e 

mil
len

nia
l re

ign
 of 

Chr
ist. 

The
 mo

rnin
g st

ar w
ill 

app
ear

 to 
tho

se w
ho 

wa
tch

 for
 Him

 be
fore

 the
 

nig
ht c

onc
lud

es (
Heb

. He
b. 9

:28
).  

-He
nry

 Mo
rris

CHR
IST 

-TH
E B

RIG
HT 

AN
D M

ORN
ING

 STA
R

Mic
hae

l Ja
cob

Tex
ts : 

Rev
. 22

:16
, Nu

m :
24:

17,
 Ma

tthe
w 2

:2, L
uke

 1:7
8

1. T
he m

orn
ing 

star
 is v

ery
 sol

id li
ght

. Je
sus

 Ch
rist

 is t
he s

am
e 

yes
terd

ay, 
tod

ay a
nd 

fore
ver.

 He
b. 1

3:8
, " I

 am
 the

 Lor
d, a

nd 
I 

cha
nge

 no
t". M

al. 3
:6.

2. T
he b

righ
t an

d m
orn

ing 
star

 is t
he 

ann
oun

cer
 of 

the
 risi

ng o
f 

the
 sun

. 
Her

e is
 the

 gre
ate

st t
ruth

. As
 Mo

rnin
g st

ar i
t sp

eak
s ab

out
 the

 
com

ing 
of t

he L
ord

 for
 his

 chu
rch

 wh
ich 

we 
call

 as 
the

 
"Ra

ptu
re",

 wh
ich 

is th
e ha

rbin
ger

 of 
his 

ope
n co

min
g w

hich
 

we 
call

 as 
the

 "Se
con

d C
om

ing"
. "W

hen
 the

 Sun
 of 

righ
teo

usn
ess

 wil
l co

me
 wit

h h
eali

ng i
n h

is w
ings

 " M
al. 4

:2 , 
"Th

e u
prig

ht s
hall

 hav
e do

min
ion

 ove
r th

em
 in t

he m
orn

ing"
 

Psa
. 49

:14
. "T

he 
nigh

t is 
far 

spe
nt ,

 the
 day

 is a
t ha

nd"
 Ro

m. 
13:

11-
12.

 "Th
e p

ath
 of 

the
 jus

t is 
as a

 shi
nin

g lig
ht, 

tha
t 

shin
eth

mo
re a

nd 
mo

re i
nto

 the
 per

fect
 day

" Pr
ov.4

:18
.

bef
ore

 the
 da

wn
, su

gge
stin

g th
e R

apt
ure

 of 
the

 
Chu

rch
 bef

ore
 the

 est
abl

ishm
ent

 of 
the

 kin
gdo

m 
-Jo

hn 
Wa

lvoo
rd

Pag
e 52

2

Th
e C

hu
rch

 at
 Sa

rdi
s

Re
v. 

3:1
-6

Fe
b. 

12
, 2

01
7
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1"T
o th

e an
gel 

of t
he 

chu
rch

 in S
ard

is w
rite

:
He 

who
 has

 the
 sev

en S
piri

ts o
f Go

d an
d th

e se
ven

 sta
rs, s

ays
 thi

s: 'I
 

kno
w y

our
 de

eds
, th

at y
ou 

hav
e a 

nam
e th

at y
ou 

are
 aliv

e, b
ut y

ou 
are

 de
ad.

  
2 'W

ake
 up

, an
d st

ren
gth

en 
the

 thi
ngs

 tha
t re

ma
in, w

hich
 we

re a
bou

t 
to d

ie; f
or I

 hav
e n

ot f
oun

d yo
ur d

eed
s co

mp
lete

d in
 the

 sig
ht o

f 
My

 Go
d.  

3 'S
o re

me
mb

er w
hat

 you
 hav

e re
ceiv

ed 
and

 he
ard

; an
d ke

ep 
it, a

nd 
rep

ent
. Th

ere
fore

 if y
ou 

do 
not

 wa
ke u

p, I
 wil

l co
me

 like
 a t

hie
f, 

and
 you

 wil
l no

t kn
ow 

at w
hat

 ho
ur I

 wil
l co

me
 to 

you
. 

4 'B
ut y

ou 
hav

e a 
few

 pe
opl

e in
 Sar

dis 
who

 hav
e n

ot s
oile

d th
eir 

gar
me

nts;
 and

 the
y w

ill w
alk 

wit
h M

e in
 wh

ite,
 for

 the
y ar

e 
wor

thy.
  

5 'H
e w

ho 
ove

rco
me

s w
ill t

hus
 be

 clo
the

d in
 wh

ite 
gar

me
nts

; an
d I 

will
 no

t er
ase

 his
 nam

e fr
om

 the
 bo

ok o
f lif

e, a
nd 

I wi
ll co

nfe
ss h

is 
nam

e b
efo

re M
y Fa

the
r an

d b
efo

re H
is a

nge
ls. 

6 'H
e w

ho 
has

 an 
ear

, let
 him

 he
ar w

hat
 the

 Spi
rit s

ays
 to 

the
 

chu
rch

es.'
 

Mo
der

n d
ay S

art.
  (Sa

rdis
)

City
 of 

Sar
dis

1.
130

,00
0 po

pul
atio

n in
 its 

prim
e.  

2.
Due

 to 
its w

ealt
h fr

om
 tra

de,
 fer

tile
 ter

rito
ry, g

old
 fro

m t
he 

Pac
tolu

s
Rive

r, w
ool

 and
 jew

elry
 ind

ust
ries

, Sa
rdis

 had
 be

en 
an e

con
om

ic 
sup

er p
owe

r in
 all 

of A
sia.

  Go
ld a

nd 
silv

er c
oin

s w
ere

 sai
d to

 hav
e 

bee
n fi

rst 
min

ted
 in S

ard
is.  

Loc
ate

d o
n 5

 ma
jor 

trad
e ro

ute
s.  I

t w
as 

at o
ne 

tim
e co

nsid
ere

d th
e gr

eat
est 

city
 in t

he 
wor

ld.
3.

Sar
dis 

was
 bu

ilt o
n a 

mo
unt

ain 
spu

r ab
out

 150
0 fe

et a
bov

e th
e 

vall
ey f

loo
r. It

 wa
s re

gar
ded

 as 
virt

uall
y im

pre
gna

ble
 to 

mil
itar

y 
ass

ault
.  3 

side
s 

she
er c

liffs
, th

e 4th si
de 

onl
y na

rrow
 ste

ep 
pat

h.
4.   

 Kin
g am
biti

ons
, lik

e m
ost

 kin
gs d

id, a
nd 

bei
ng a

 ver
y w

ealt
hy m

an a
nd 

hea
d o

f a v
ery

 im
por

tan
t cit

y, h
e d

ecid
ed 

tha
t he

 wo
uld

 als
o re

ach
 

out
 and

 try
 to 

enla
rge

 his
 kin

gdo
m. 

And
 he 

did
 tha

t by
 see

king
 to 

ove
rthr

ow 
the

 Per
sian

 kin
g Cy

rus
. 

5.
The

 glo
ry d

ays
 for

 Sar
dis 

wer
e in

 the
 pas

t. T
he 

gold
 sup

ply 
had

 run
 

dry
, it 

was
 no

 lon
ger

 com
pet

itive
 in t

he 
gar

me
nt i

ndu
stry

 du
e to

 the
 

trad
e gu

ilds
 and

 eco
nom

ic s
tab

ility
 of 

Thy
atir

a, a
nd 

trad
e w

ith 
the

 
eas

t ha
d st

ead
ily d

ecli
ned

. Sa
rdis

 wa
s de

ad.
6.

Rel
igio

usly
 the

y ha
d te

mp
les 

to: 
Cyb

ele,
 Zeu

s, A
rtem

is/D
iana

, 
Em

per
or T

ibe
rius

 (be
cau

se o
f gif

t to
 reb

uild
 aft

er A
D 1

7 ea
rthq

uak
e) 

Chu
rch

 at 
Sar

dis
1.  N

o m
ent

ion
 of 

its b
egin

nin
g in

 Scr
iptu

re.
2.  T

he c
hur

ch  
was

 like
ly fo

und
ed d

urin
g Pa

ul's
 mi

nist
ry a

t    
Eph

esu
s (A

cts 
19:

10)
. 

3. T
he m

ost 
pro

min
ent

 per
son

 fro
m t

he c
hur

ch a
t Sa

rdis
 kno

wn 
to h

isto
ry i

s M
elit

o. H
e w

as a
n A

pol
ogis

t (o
ne w

ho 
wro

te i
n 

def
ens

e of
 Ch

rist
iani

ty) 
who

 ser
ved

 as 
pas

tor 
of S

ard
is in

 the
 

late
 sec

ond
 cen

tury
.  W

rote
 the

 firs
t co

mm
ent

ary
 on

 
Rev

elat
ion

.

true
 and

 eve
ntu

ally
 too

k its
 tol

l on
 the

 chu
rch

.
a th

erm
om

ete
r th

at r
egis

tere
d th

e te
mp

era
ture

 of 
the

 city
 

inst
ead

 of 
a th

erm
osta

t th
at c

han
ged

 the
 tem

per
atu

re o
f th

e 
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thy.
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ite 
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will
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om

 the
 bo

ok o
f lif
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If a
 chu

rch
 is d

ead
, 3 t

hin
gs h

ave
 hap

pen
ed:

1. T
he L

ord
 Jes

us w
as n

o lo
nge

r ob
eye

d.
Jo

hn
 14

:6
6 Je

sus
 sai

d to
 him

, "I 
am

 the
 wa

y, a
nd 

the
 tru

th, 
and

 the
 life

;
2.  T

he 
Hol

y Sp
irit 

has
 bee

n q
uen

che
d.

Jo
hn

 6:
63

63 "
It is

 the
 Spi

rit w
ho 

give
s lif

e; t
he 

fles
h p

rofi
ts n

oth
ing;

 the
 wo

rds
 tha

t I 
hav

e sp
oke

n to
 you

 are
 spi

rit a
nd 

are
 life

.
3.  T

he 
Wo

rd o
f Go

d h
as b

een
 ign

ore
d.

He
b 4

:12
12 F

or t
he 

wor
d o

f Go
d is

 livi
ng a

nd 
acti

ve a
nd 

sha
rpe

r th
an a

ny t
wo-

edg
ed 

swo
rd, 

and
 pie

rcin
g as

 far
 as 

the
 div

isio
n o

f so
ul a

nd 
spir

it, o
f bo

th j
oin

ts 
and

 ma
rrow

, an
d ab

le t
o ju

dge
 the

 tho
ugh

ts a
nd 

inte
ntio

ns o
f th

e he
art.

1 P
ete

r 1
:23

23 f
or y

ou 
hav

e b
een

 bo
rn a

gain
 no

t of
 see

d w
hich

 is p
eris

hab
le b

ut 
imp

eris
hab

le, t
hat

 is, 
thro

ugh
 the

 livi
ng a

nd 
end

urin
g w

ord
 of 

God
. 

*Th
e c

hu
rc

h a
t S

ar
dis

 ha
d f

ail
ed

 to
 su

bm
it t

o t
he

 
Lo

rd
sh

ip 
of

 Ch
ris

t, 
th

ey
 ha

d q
ue

nc
he

d 
Sp

iri
t, 

Hi
s l

ife
, H

is 
co

nt
ro

l, 
an

d H
is 

inf
lu

en
ce

 in
 th

eir
 

ch
ur

ch
.
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The
 chu

rch
 wa

s so
 de

ad 
tha

t it 
act

ual
ly h

ad 
no

stru
ggl

es g
oin

g o
n w

ithi
n it

.
The

re w
ere

 no
 Jew

ish 
acc

use
rs. 

The
re w

ere
 no

 fals
e ap

ostl
es. 

The
re w

ere
 no

 fals
e te

ach
ers.

 
The

re w
ere

 no
 Nic

olai
tan

s, a
s th

ere
 we

re a
t 

Per
gam

um
. 

The
re w

ere
 no

 fem
ale 

sed
uce

rs, a
s w

as J
eze

bel
 at 

Thy
atir

a.
The

re w
as n

oth
ing!

 

The
 chu

rch
 at 

Sar
dis 

had
 fla

t-lin
ed .

Je
r2

:13
13 "

For
 My

 peo
ple

 hav
e co

mm
itte

d tw
o ev

ils:
The

y ha
ve f

ors
ake

n M
e,

The
 fou

nta
in o

f liv
ing 

wat
ers,

To h
ew 

for 
the

mse
lves

 cis
tern

s,
Bro

ken
 cis

tern
s

Tha
t ca

n h
old

 no
 wa

ter.
 

Da
n 5
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25 "
Now

 thi
s is 

the
 ins

crip
tion

 tha
t w

as w
ritte

n o
ut: 

'ME
NE,

 ME
NE,

 TEK
EL, 

UPH
ARS

IN.'
 

26 "
This

 is t
he 

inte
rpre

tati
on 

of t
he m

ess
age

: 'M
ENE

' 
God

 has
 nu

mb
ere

d yo
ur 

king
dom

 and
 pu

t an
 end

 to 
it. 

27 "
 'TE

KEL
' 

you
 hav

e b
een

 we
ighe

d o
n th

e sc
ales

 and
 fou

nd 
def

icie
nt. 

28 "
 'PE

RES
' 

you
r ki

ngd
om

 has
 be

en d
ivid

ed 
and

 giv
en o

ver
 to 

the
 Me

des
 and

 
Ma

tt 
23

:27
-28

27 "
Wo

e to
 you

, sc
ribe

s an
d P

har
isee

s, h
ypo

crit
es! 

For
 you

 are
 like

 wh
itew

ash
ed 

tom
bs w

hich
 on

 the
 ou

tsid
e ap

pea
r be

aut
iful

, bu
t in

side
 the

y ar
e fu

ll of
 dea

d m
en's

 
bon

es a
nd 

all u
ncle

ann
ess

. 
28 "

So y
ou,

 too
, ou

twa
rdly

 app
ear

 rig
hte

ous
 to 

me
n, b

ut i
nwa

rdly
 you

 are
 ful

l of
 

hyp
ocr

isy a
nd 

law
less

nes
s. 

2 T
im

 3:
5

5 ho
ldin

g to
 a fo

rm 
of g

odl
ines

s, a
ltho

ugh
 the

y ha
ve d

enie
d it

s po
wer

;



Ma
tt 

7:2
2-2

3
22 "

Ma
ny w

ill s
ay t

o M
e o

n th
at d

ay, 
'Lor

d, L
ord

, did
 

we 
not

 pro
phe

sy i
n Yo

ur n
am

e, a
nd 

in Y
our

 nam
e 

cas
t ou

t de
mo

ns, 
and

 in Y
our

 nam
e p

erfo
rm 

ma
ny 

mir
acle

s?' 
 

23 "
And

 the
n I w

ill d
ecla

re t
o th

em
, 'I n

eve
r kn

ew 
you

; DE
PAR

T FR
OM

 ME
, YO

U W
HO

 PR
ACT

ICE
 

LAW
LES

SNE
SS.'

 

can
 be 

dec
eivi

ng.
 A b

ody
 tha

t fro
m a

ll 
out

wa
rd a

ppe
ara

nce
s ap

pea
rs s

tron
g a

nd 
hea

lthy
 

can
, up

on 
clos

er i
nsp

ecti
on,

 be 
fou

nd 
to b

e ra
cke

d 
wit

h ca
nce

r or
 som

e ot
her

 ter
min

al d
isea

se. 
Our

 
Lor

d p
erfo

rms
 a b

atte
ry o

f sp
iritu

al t
ests

 on
 the

 
chu

rch
 at 

Sar
dis.

 She
 is s

ubj
ect

ed t
o a

 div
ine

 CA
T-

sca
n, M

RI a
nd 

X-ra
y, a

nd 
the

 dia
gno

sis 
is fa

r w
ors

e 
tha

n a
ny e

xte
rna

l, su
per

ficia
l ex

am
ina

tion
 cou

ld 
hav

e ev
er r

eve
ale

d: s
he i

s de
ad

-An
on.

-V
anc

e H
avn

er
big 

bui
ldin

gs, 
and

 all 
sor

ts o
f pr

ogr
am

s. T
hey

 hav
e a 

form
 tha

t th
ey a

re a
live

, bu
t as

 Jes
us s

aid:
 you

 are
 

dea
d! 

The
 ma

jori
ty o

f th
em

 hav
e re

ject
ed t

he w
ork

 
-An

tho
ny E

stev
es

Inw
ard

ly li
fele

ss, 
dea

d a
nd 

cold
.

Her
 for

ce a
nd 

fire
 all 

spe
nt a

nd 
gon

e,
-Co

nte
mp

ora
ry P

oet

Som
eon

e el
se h

as d
esc

ribe
d th

ese
 dea

d ch
urc

hes
 as:

"M
ild-

ma
nne

red
 peo

ple
,

me
etin

g in
 mi

ld-m
ann

ere
d w

ays
,

stri
vin

g to
 be

 mo
re m

ild-
ma

nne
red

."



The
 sto

ry o
f a 

dea
d ch

urc
h . 

. .
The

 sto
ry is

 tol
d th

at o
n a 

Sun
day

 mo
rnin

g so
me

one
 

had
 a h

ear
t at

tack
 wh

ile s
ittin

g in
 chu

rch
.  Th

e 
chu

rch
 cal

led
 911

 and
 the

 chu
rch

 wa
s so

 de
ad t

hat
 

the
 par

am
edi

cs c
arri

ed 
out

 the
 firs

t 7 
row

s of
 

peo
ple

 bef
ore

 the
y fo

und
 the

 rig
ht p

erso
n. 

So w
hat

 do
es a

 dea
d ch

urc
h lo

ok l
ike?

 
Cha

rles
 Sw

ind
oll

The
 pas

tor 
gra

dua
ted

 fro
m a

 the
olo

gica
l ce

me
tery

. 
The

 cho
ir d

irec
tor 

mo
onl

ight
s as

 the
 loc

al c
oro

ner
. 

The
y 

At The
y dr

ive 
to c

hur
ch i

n o
ne 

lon
g lin

e w
ith 

the
ir h

ead
ligh

ts o
n. 

Wh
ene

ver
 som

eon
e jo

ins 
the

ir m
em

ber
ship

, th
e ch

urc
h 

offi
ce i

mm
edi

ate
ly n

otif
ies 

the
 nex

t of
 kin

. 
Eac

h w
eek

 the
y pu

t an
 ad 

in t
he o

bitu
arie

s. T
he 

chu
rch

 van
 is 

a bl
ack

 hea
rse 

and
 the

 chu
rch

 sig
n is

 a to
mb

ston
e. T

hei
r 

The
 chu

rch
 of 

Sar
dis 

was
 sim

ply 
a m

org
ue 

wit
h a 

stee
ple

!

8 si
gns

 of 
a d

yin
g ch

urc
h?

A d
ying

 chu
rch

 res
ts o

n it
s pa

st a
cco

mp
lish

me
nts 

and
 is 

sati
sfie

d w
ith 

its p
rese

nt s
tate

.
A d

ying
 chu

rch
 is m

ore
 con

cer
ned

 abo
ut t

hei
r rit

uals
 and

 
the

ir fo
rma

litie
s th

an t
hey

 are
 abo

ut s
piri

tua
lity.

A d
ying

 chu
rch

 is m
ore

 con
cer

ned
 abo

ut s
ocia

l ch
ang

e th
an 

the
y ar

e ab
out

 see
ing 

peo
ple

 cha
nge

d b
y th

e po
wer

 of 
God

.
A d

ying
 chu

rch
 is m

ore
 con

cer
ned

 wit
h m

ate
rial

 gro
wth

 tha
n 

it is
 wit

h sp
iritu

al g
row

th.
A d

ying
 chu

rch
 is m

ore
 con

cer
ned

 wit
h p

leas
ing 

me
n th

at i
t is 

wit
h p

leas
ing 

God
.

A d
ying

 chu
rch

 clin
gs m

ore
 tig

htly
 to 

its c
ree

ds a
nd 

con
fess

ion
s th

an i
t do

es t
o th

e W
ord

 of 
God

.
A d

ying
 chu

rch
 is o

ne t
hat

 los
es i

ts c
onv

ictio
n th

at t
he 

Bib
le is

 
the

 Wo
rd o

f Go
d.

Loo
k at

 ou
r iv

y le
agu

e sc
hoo

ls 
Har

vard
, Ya

le 
Prin

ceto
n, D

artm
out

h, &
 Co

lum
bia.

  Sc
hoo

ls th
at 

wer
e cr

eat
ed t

o p
rom

ote
 and

 ed
uca

te t
he 

life 
of 

who
 no

w u
nde

rmi
ne 

and
 dis

cre
dit 

all o
f th

e ab
ove

.



"A 
chu

rch
 is i

n d
ang

er o
f de

ath
 wh

en i
t be

gin
s to

 
wo

rsh
ip it

s ow
n p

ast;
 wh

en 
it is

 mo
re c

onc
ern

ed 
wit

h fo
rms

 tha
n w

ith 
life

; w
hen

 it l
ove

s sy
stem

s 
mo

re t
han

 it l
ove

s Je
sus

; w
hen

 it i
s m

ore
 

con
cern

ed w
ith 

ma
teri

al t
han

 it i
s w

ith 
spir

itua
l 

thin
gs

-Dr
. W

illia
m B

arcl
ay 

Re
v 3

:1-
6

1"T
o th

e an
gel 

of t
he 

chu
rch

 in S
ard

is w
rite

:
He 

who
 has

 the
 sev

en S
piri

ts o
f Go

d an
d th

e se
ven

 sta
rs, s

ays
 thi

s: 'I
 

kno
w y

our
 de

eds
, th

at y
ou 

hav
e a 

nam
e th

at y
ou 

are
 aliv

e, b
ut y

ou 
are

 de
ad.

  
2 'W

ake
 up

, an
d st

ren
gth

en 
the

 thi
ngs

 tha
t re

ma
in, w

hich
 we

re a
bou

t 
to d

ie; f
or I

 hav
e n

ot f
oun

d yo
ur d

eed
s co

mp
lete

d in
 the

 sig
ht o

f 
My

 Go
d.  

3 'S
o re

me
mb

er w
hat

 you
 hav

e re
ceiv

ed 
and

 he
ard

; an
d ke

ep 
it, a

nd 
rep

ent
. Th

ere
fore

 if y
ou 

do 
not

 wa
ke u

p, I
 wil

l co
me

 like
 a t

hie
f, 

and
 you

 wil
l no

t kn
ow 

at w
hat

 ho
ur I

 wil
l co

me
 to 

you
. 

4 'B
ut y

ou 
hav

e a 
few

 pe
opl

e in
 Sar

dis 
who

 hav
e n

ot s
oile

d th
eir 

gar
me

nts;
 and

 the
y w

ill w
alk 

wit
h M

e in
 wh

ite,
 for

 the
y ar

e 
wor

thy.
  

5 'H
e w

ho 
ove

rco
me

s w
ill t

hus
 be

 clo
the

d in
 wh

ite 
gar

me
nts

; an
d I 

will
 no

t er
ase

 his
 nam

e fr
om

 the
 bo

ok o
f lif

e, a
nd 

I wi
ll co

nfe
ss h

is 
nam

e b
efo

re M
y Fa

the
r an

d b
efo

re H
is a

nge
ls. 

6 'H
e w

ho 
has

 an 
ear

, let
 him

 he
ar w

hat
 the

 Spi
rit s

ays
 to 

the
 

chu
rch

es.'
 

5 im
per

ativ
es 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5.
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In 5
49 B

C a
nd 

aga
in in

 219
 BC

, th
e ci

ty w
as 

cap
ture

d at
 nig

ht b
y an

 inv
adi

ng a
rmy

, wh
ile t

he 
city

 sle
pt.



Ep
h 5

:14
14 F

or t
his 

rea
son

 it s
ays

,
"Aw

ake
, sle

epe
r,

And
 ari

se f
rom

 the
 de

ad,
And

 Ch
rist

 wil
l sh

ine
 on

 you
." 

Re
v 3

:1-
6

1"T
o th

e an
gel 

of t
he 

chu
rch

 in S
ard

is w
rite

:
He 

who
 has

 the
 sev

en S
piri

ts o
f Go

d an
d th

e se
ven

 sta
rs, s

ays
 thi

s: 'I
 

kno
w y

our
 de

eds
, th

at y
ou 

hav
e a 

nam
e th

at y
ou 

are
 aliv

e, b
ut y

ou 
are

 de
ad.

  
2 'W

ake
 up

, an
d st

ren
gth

en t
he 

thin
gs t

hat
 rem

ain,
 wh

ich 
wer

e ab
out

 
to d

ie; f
or I

 hav
e n

ot f
oun

d yo
ur d

eed
s co

mp
lete

d in
 the

 sig
ht o

f 
My

 Go
d.  

3 'S
o re

me
mb

er w
hat

 you
 hav

e re
ceiv

ed 
and

 he
ard

; an
d ke

ep 
it, a

nd 
rep

ent
. Th

ere
fore

 if y
ou 

do 
not

 wa
ke u

p, I 
will

 com
e lik

e a 
thie

f, 
and

 you
 wil

l no
t kn

ow 
at w

hat
 ho

ur I
 wil

l co
me

 to 
you

. 
4 'B

ut y
ou 

hav
e a 

few
 peo

ple
 in S

ard
is w

ho 
hav

e no
t so

iled
 the

ir 
gar

me
nts;

 and
 the

y w
ill w

alk 
wit

h M
e in

 wh
ite,

 for
 the

y ar
e 

wor
thy.

  
5 'H

e w
ho 

ove
rco

me
s w

ill t
hus

 be 
clot

hed
 in w

hite
 gar

me
nts;

 and
 I 

will
 no

t er
ase

 his
 nam

e fr
om

 the
 bo

ok o
f lif

e, a
nd 

I wi
ll co

nfe
ss h

is 
nam

e b
efo

re M
y Fa

the
r an

d b
efo

re H
is a

nge
ls. 

6 'H
e w

ho 
has

 an 
ear,

 let
 him

 he
ar w

hat
 the

 Spi
rit s

ays
 to 

the
 

chu
rch

es.'
 

Re
v 3

:1-
6

1"T
o th

e an
gel 

of t
he 

chu
rch

 in S
ard

is w
rite

:
He 

who
 has

 the
 sev

en S
piri

ts o
f Go

d an
d th

e se
ven

 sta
rs, s

ays
 thi

s: 'I
 

kno
w y

our
 de

eds
, th

at y
ou 

hav
e a 

nam
e th

at y
ou 

are
 aliv

e, b
ut y

ou 
are

 de
ad.

  
2 'W

ake
 up

, an
d st

ren
gth

en 
the

 thi
ngs

 tha
t re

ma
in, w

hich
 we

re a
bou

t 
to d

ie; f
or I

 hav
e n

ot f
oun

d yo
ur d

eed
s co

mp
lete

d in
 the

 sig
ht o

f 
My

 Go
d.  

3 'S
o re

me
mb

er w
hat

 you
 hav

e re
ceiv

ed 
and

 he
ard

; an
d ke

ep 
it, a

nd 
rep

ent
. Th

ere
fore

 if y
ou 

do 
not

 wa
ke u

p, I
 wil

l co
me

 like
 a t

hie
f, 

and
 you

 wil
l no

t kn
ow 

at w
hat

 ho
ur I

 wil
l co

me
 to 

you
. 

4 'B
ut y

ou 
hav

e a 
few

 pe
opl

e in
 Sar

dis 
who

 hav
e n

ot s
oile

d th
eir 

gar
me

nts;
 and

 the
y w

ill w
alk 

wit
h M

e in
 wh

ite,
 for

 the
y ar

e 
wor

thy.
  

5 'H
e w

ho 
ove

rco
me

s w
ill t

hus
 be

 clo
the

d in
 wh

ite 
gar

me
nts

; an
d I 

will
 no

t er
ase

 his
 nam

e fr
om

 the
 bo

ok o
f lif

e, a
nd 

I wi
ll co

nfe
ss h

is 
nam

e b
efo

re M
y Fa

the
r an

d b
efo

re H
is a

nge
ls. 

6 'H
e w

ho 
has

 an 
ear

, let
 him

 he
ar w

hat
 the

 Spi
rit s

ays
 to 

the
 

chu
rch

es.'
 

Re
v 3

:3
3 'S

o re
me
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