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e o
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d p
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n p
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7
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eir 

voic
e w

as h
ear

d an
d th

eir 
pra

yer
 

cam
e to

 His
 ho

ly d
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e d
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nd 

wh
ich 

mo
ves

 the
 wo

rld,
 

-Jo
sep

h Se
iss

The
olo

gian
 

Re
v 8

:1-
5

1 W
hen

 the
 Lam

b b
rok

e th
e se

ven
th s

eal,
 the

re w
as 

sile
nce

 in h
eav

en f
or a

bou
t ha

lf a
n h

our
. 

2 A
nd 

I sa
w t

he s
eve

n an
gels

 wh
o st

and
 bef

ore
 Go

d, a
nd 

sev
en t

rum
pet

s w
ere

 giv
en t

o th
em

. 
3 A

not
her

 ang
el c

am
e an

d st
ood

 at 
the

 alt
ar, h

old
ing 

a 
gold

en c
ens

er; 
and

 mu
ch i

nce
nse

 wa
s gi

ven
 to 

him
, so

 
tha

t he
 mi

ght
 add

 it t
o th

e pr
aye

rs o
f all

 the
 sai

nts 
on 

the
 gol

den
 alt

ar w
hich

 wa
s be

fore
 the

 thr
one

. 
4 A

nd 
the

 sm
oke

 of 
the

 inc
ens

e, w
ith 

the
 pra

yer
s of

 the
 

sain
ts, w

ent
 up

 bef
ore

 Go
d o

ut o
f th

e an
gel'

s ha
nd.

 
5 Th

en t
he a

nge
l to

ok t
he c

ens
er a

nd 
fille

d it
 wit

h th
e fir

e 
of t

he a
ltar

, an
d th

rew
 it t

o th
e ea

rth;
 and

 the
re 

foll
owe

d p
eals

 of 
thu

nde
r an

d so
und

s an
d fl

ash
es o

f 
ligh

tnin
g an

d an
 ear

thq
uak

e. 

Now
 the

 cen
ser 

bec
om

es a
 sym

bol
ic in

stru
me

nt o
f 

jud
gm

ent
 in r

esp
ons

e to
 pra

yer.

Re
v 8

:1-
5

1 W
hen

 the
 Lam

b b
rok

e th
e se

ven
th s

eal,
 the

re w
as 

sile
nce

 in h
eav

en f
or a

bou
t ha

lf a
n h

our
. 

2 A
nd 

I sa
w t

he s
eve

n an
gels

 wh
o st

and
 bef

ore
 Go

d, a
nd 

sev
en t

rum
pet

s w
ere

 giv
en t

o th
em

. 
3 A

not
her

 ang
el c

am
e an

d st
ood

 at 
the

 alt
ar, h

old
ing 

a 
gold

en c
ens

er; 
and

 mu
ch i

nce
nse

 wa
s gi

ven
 to 

him
, so

 
tha

t he
 mi

ght
 add

 it t
o th

e pr
aye

rs o
f all

 the
 sai

nts 
on 

the
 gol

den
 alt

ar w
hich

 wa
s be

fore
 the

 thr
one

. 
4 A

nd 
the

 sm
oke

 of 
the

 inc
ens

e, w
ith 

the
 pra

yer
s of

 the
 

sain
ts, w

ent
 up

 bef
ore

 Go
d o

ut o
f th

e an
gel'

s ha
nd.

 
5 Th

en t
he a

nge
l to

ok t
he c

ens
er a

nd 
fille

d it
 wit

h th
e fir

e 
of t

he a
ltar

, an
d th

rew
 it t

o th
e ea

rth;
 and

 the
re 

foll
owe

d p
eals

 of 
thu

nde
r an

d so
und

s an
d fl

ash
es o

f 
ligh

tnin
g an

d an
 ear

thq
uak

e. 



Con
side

r th
is 

The
 ea

rth 
is ro

tati
ng 

at t
he s

pee
d o

f 1,
070

 mp
h.

The
 ea

rth 
is re

volv
ing

 aro
und

 the
 sun

 at 
66,

600
 

mp
h.

Our
 sol

ar s
yste

m i
s re

volv
ing

 aro
und

 the
 cen

ter 
of 

the
 Mi

lky 
Wa

y ga
laxy

 at 
559

,23
4 m

ph.
Our

 ga
laxy

 is m
ovin

g th
rou

gh 
spa

ce w
ith 

oth
er 

gal
axie

s at
 671

,08
0 m

ph.

Re
v 8

:1-
5

1 W
hen

 the
 Lam

b b
rok

e th
e se

ven
th s

eal,
 the

re w
as 

sile
nce

 in h
eav

en 
for 

abo
ut h

alf 
an h

our
. 

2 A
nd 

I sa
w t

he s
eve

n an
gels

 wh
o st

and
 bef

ore
 Go

d, a
nd 

sev
en t

rum
pet

s w
ere

 giv
en t

o th
em

. 
3 A

not
her

 ang
el c

am
e an

d st
ood

 at t
he a

ltar
, ho

ldin
g a 

gold
en 

cen
ser;

 and
 mu

ch i
nce

nse
 wa

s gi
ven

 to 
him

, so
 

tha
t he

 mi
ght

 add
 it t

o th
e pr

aye
rs o

f all
 the

 sai
nts 

on 
the

 gol
den

 alt
ar w

hich
 wa

s be
fore

 the
 thr

one
. 

4 A
nd 

the
 sm

oke
 of 

the
 inc

ens
e, w

ith 
the

 pra
yer

s of
 the

 
sain

ts, w
ent

 up
 bef

ore
 Go

d o
ut o

f th
e an

gel'
s ha

nd.
 

5 Th
en 

the
 ang

el t
ook

 the
 cen

ser 
and

 fille
d it

 wit
h th

e fi
re 

of t
he a

ltar
, an

d th
rew

 it t
o th

e ea
rth;

 and
 the

re 
foll

owe
d p

eals
 of 

thu
nde

r an
d so

und
s an

d fl
ash

es o
f 

ligh
tnin

g an
d an

 ear
thq

uak
e. 

Re
v 4

:5
5 O

ut f
rom

 the
 thr

one
 com

e fla
she

s of
 ligh

tnin
g an

d 
sou

nds
 and

 pe
als 

of t
hun

der
.

Lu
ke

 12
:49

49 I
 hav

e co
me

 to 
cas

t fir
e up

on 
the

 ear
th; 

and
 ho

w I 
wis

h it
 we

re a
lrea

dy k
ind

led
!



Re
v 6

:9-
11

9  W
hen

 the
 Lam

b b
rok

e th
e fi

fth 
sea

l, I s
aw 

und
ern

eat
h th

e al
tar 

the
 sou

ls o
f th

ose
 wh

o h
ad 

bee
n sl

ain 
bec

aus
e of

 the
 wo

rd o
f Go

d, a
nd 

bec
aus

e 
of t

he t
esti

mo
ny w

hich
 the

y ha
d m
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fello

w 
serv

ant
s an

d th
eir 

bre
thre

n w
ho 

wer
e to

 be
 kill

ed 
eve

n as
 the

y ha
d b
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pro
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Cou
nty

 Do
wn,

 Ire
land

. He
 

gra
dua

ted
 wit

h a 
deg

ree
 fro

m T
rini

ty C
olle

ge, 
Dub

lin i
n 1

842
. Hi

s fia
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s re
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the

 rel
igio

us i
nflu

enc
e o

f th
e 

Plym
out

h B
reth

ren
 up

on 
his 

life,
 est

ran
ging

 him
 

from
 his

 fam
ily. 

He 
onl

y re
ma

ine
d in

 Can
ada

 bri
efly

 
afte

r be
com

ing 
ill, b

ut r
etu

rne
d in

 184
7.  I

n 1
855

, 
whi

le s
tayi

ng w
ith 

Jam
es S

ack
ville

 in B
ewd

ley,
 

Ont
ario

, no
rth 

of P
ort 

Hop
e, h

e re
ceiv

ed n
ews

 fro
m 

Irel
and

 of 
his 

mo
the

r be
ing 

terr
ibly

 ill. 
He 

wro
te a

 
poe

m t
o co

mfo
rt h

is m
oth

er c
alle

d "P
ray

 Wi
tho

ut 
Cea

sing
". It

 wa
s la

ter 
set 

to m
usic

 and
 ren

am
ed.

  

Jos
eph

 Scr
iven

181
9-1

886

Scri
ven

did
 no

t ha
ve a

ny i
nte

ntio
ns n

or d
rea

m 
tha

t hi
s po

em
 wo

uld
 be 

for 
pub

lica
tion

 in t
he 

new
spa

per
 and

 lat
er b

eco
min

g a 
favo

rite
 hym

n 
am

ong
 the

 mi
llion

s of
 Ch

rist
ians

 aro
und

 the
 

wor
ld.

Abo
ut 1

857
 he

 mo
ved

 ne
ar P

ort 
Hop

e, 
Ont

ario
 wh

ere
 he

 aga
in f

ell i
n lo

ve a
nd 

was
 

due
 to 

be 
ma

rrie
d, b

ut i
n A

ugu
st 1

860
 his

 
fian

cée
 sud

den
ly fe

ll ill
 of 

pne
um

oni
a an

d d
ied

 
bef

ore
 the

y w
ere

 to 
be m

arri
ed.

He 
the

n d
evo

ted
 the

 res
t of

 his
 life

 to 
tuto

ring
, 

pre
ach

ing 
and

 he
lpin

g ot
her

s.
In 1

869
 Scr

iven
pub

lish
ed a

 col
lect

ion
 of 

115
 

Hym
ns a

nd 
oth

er v
erse

s.
Scri

ven
dro

wne
d in

 188
6 at

 age
 66.

  Th
e hy

mn
 

tha
t he

 wr
ote

 . . .

WH
AT 

A F
RIE

ND
 WE

 HA
VE 

IN J
ESU

S
1. W

hat
 a fr

ien
d w

e ha
ve i

n Je
sus

,
All 

our
 sin

s an
d gr

iefs
to b

ear
!

Wh
at a

 pri
vile

ge t
o ca

rry
Eve

ryth
ing 

to G
od 

in p
raye

r!
O w

hat
 pe

ace
 we

 oft
en 

forf
eit,

O w
hat

 ne
edl

ess
 pai

n w
e b

ear,
All 

bec
aus

e w
e d

o n
ot c

arry
Eve

ryth
ing 

to G
od 

in p
raye

r.
2. H

ave
 we

 tria
ls a

nd 
tem

pta
tion

s?
Is th

ere
 tro

ubl
e an

ywh
ere

?
We

 sho
uld

 nev
er b

e d
isco

ura
ged

;
Tak

e it
 to 

the
 Lor

d in
 pra

yer.
Can

 we
 fin

d a 
frie

nd 
so f

aith
ful

Wh
o w

ill a
ll ou

r so
rrow

s sh
are

?
Jesu

s kn
ows

 ou
r ev

ery
 we

akn
ess

;
Tak

e it
 to 

the
 Lor

d in
 pra

yer.

3. A
re w

e w
eak

 and
 he

avy
 lad

en,
Cum

ber
ed w

ith 
a lo

ad o
f ca

re?
Pre

ciou
s Sa

vior
, sti

ll ou
r re

fug
e,

Tak
e it

 to 
the

 Lor
d in

 pra
yer.

Do 
you

r fri
end

s de
spis

e, f
ors

ake
 you

?
Tak

e it
 to 

the
 Lor

d in
 pra

yer
!

You
 wil

l fin
d a 

sola
ce t

her
e.

4. B
less

èdS
avio

r, Th
ou 

has
t pr

om
ised

Tho
u w

ilt a
ll ou

r bu
rde

ns b
ear

Ma
y w

e ev
er, L

ord
, be

 bri
ngin

g
All 

to T
hee

 in e
arn

est 
pra

yer.
Soo

n in
 glo

ry b
righ

t un
clou

ded
The

re w
ill b

e no
 ne

ed 
for 

pra
yer

Rap
ture

, pr
aise

 and
 end

less
 wo

rshi
p

Wil
l be

 ou
r sw

eet
 po

rtio
n th

ere
.


