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December 29,
1876, Ashtabula, Ohio. He was 38. Philip
and his wife died in a train wreck caused by
a bridge collapse. He survived the initial
impact, but went back into the flames in an
unsuccessful attempt to rescue his wife.
The night before that terrible railroad
accident at Ashtabula he said to his
audience, I may not pass this way again;
then he sang a solo, Going Home
Tomorrow. The hymn that he wrote . . .

1.  Almost persuaded now to believe;
Almost persuaded Christ to receive;
Seems now some soul to say,
Go, Spirit, go Thy way,
Some more convenient day

2.  Almost persuaded, come, come today;
Almost persuaded, turn not away;
Jesus invites you here,
Angels are lingering near
Prayers rise from hearts so dear;
O wanderer, come!

3.  Almost persuaded, harvest is past!
Almost persuaded, doom comes at last!
Almost cannot avail;
Almost is but to fail!
Sad, sad, that bitter wail
Almost, but lost!


