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One Christmas Eve, Ira D. Sankey, the famous hymn writer and friend of 
Dwight L. Moody, was traveling by steamboat up the Delaware River.
Asked to sing, Mr. Sankey sang this hymn we are looking at tonight. After 
the song had ended, a man with a rough, weather-beaten face came up to Mr. 

standing in the shadow completely concealed, while the full light of the 

Music, especially song, has always had a wonderful power over me, and I 

song you sang just now. I heard the words perfectly:
We are Thine, do Thou befriend us,
Be the guardian of our way.

began to think of my childhood and my God-fearing mother. 
She had many, many times sung that song to me. But she died 
all too soon, otherwise much in my life would no doubt have 
been different.

to save that man from certain death must surely be great and 

The hymn written by Dorothy Thrupp and sang by Ira Sankey 


