




The 6 Major Principles of Interpretation
I.  The principle of LITERAL interpretation.

"Understanding the meaning of a sentence in its usual, 
ordinary, or normal way it is used in writing or conversation."

II.  The principle of GRAMMATICAL interpretation.

"Paying close attention to the words of a sentence - meaning, 
order, syntax, parts of  speech, action of the verbs, are all 
investigated to determine what is meant by what is said."

III.  The principle of HISTORICAL interpretation.

"Studying the history of a particular setting in the Bible - a 
nation, race, country, kingdom, city, etc."

IV.  The principle of CULTURAL interpretation.

"Understanding the culture of the day in which the Bible was 
written - customs, traditions, dress, food, manners, 
entertainment, marriage, family, occupations,  etc."

V.  The principle of GEOGRAPHICAL interpretation.

"Studying atlases, maps, etc. to determine where a particular 
event or span of time took place - the climate, temperature, 
terrain, distance, etc."

VI.  The principle of CONTEXTUAL interpretation.

"Paying close attention to the material surrounding a passage of 
Scripture, both before and after.  Immediate, chapter, book, O.T. or 
N.T. all are a critical consideration as they will have great bearing on 
the meaning of a given word, sentence and/or passage."
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10 As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made careful searches and inquiries,
11 seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories 
to follow. 
12 It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to you through 
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