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54 Having arrested Him, they led Him away and brought Him to
the house of the high priest; but Peter was following at a
distance.

THE COURTYARD
* 1-3 a.m. Friday morning.

* We have already established that this arrest and subsequent
trials are all a scam.

* High Priest is Annas and his son-in-law Caiaphas. They ran the
Temple and all of the corrupt financial scams and practices
associated with it.

John 18:12-13

12 So the Roman cohort and the commander and the officers of the Jews, arrested Jesus
and bound Him,

13 and led Him to Annas first; for he was father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest
that year.

* Peter kept his distance.

* Peter wanted to be with Jesus but was watched as a rebel to the
state.

Luke 22:54-62

54 Having arrested Him, they led Him away and brought Him to the
house of the high priest; but Peter was following at a distance.

55 After they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and had
sat down together, Peter was sitting among them.

56 And a servant-girl, seeing him as he sat in the firelight and looking
intently at him, said, "This man was with Him too."

57 But he denied it, saying, "Woman, | do not know Him."

58 A little later, another saw him and said, "You are one of them too!"
But Peter said, "Man, | am not!"

59 After about an hour had passed, another man began to insist, saying,
"Certainly this man also was with Him, for he is a Galilean too."

60 But Peter said, "Man, | do not know what you are talking about."
Immediately, while he was still speaking, a rooster crowed.

61 The Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the
word of the Lord, how He had told him, "Before a rooster crows today,
you will deny Me three times."

62 And he went out and wept bitterly.

54 Having arrested Him, they led Him away and brought
Him to the house of the high priest; but Peter was
following at a distance.

Luke 22:31-34

31 "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission
to sift you like wheat;

32 but | have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and
you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your
brothers."

33 But he said to Him, "Lord, with You | am ready to go both
to prison and to death!"

34 And He said, "I say to you, Peter, the rooster will not crow
today until you have denied three times that you know Me."
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55 After they had kindled a fire in the middle of the
courtyard and had sat down together, Peter was sitting
among them.

How did Peter get into the courtyard?

John 18:15-16

15 Simon Peter was following Jesus, and so was another disciple. Now that disciple
was known to the high priest, and entered with Jesus into the court of the high priest,

16 but Peter was standing at the door outside. So the other disciple, who was known
to the high priest, went out and spoke to the doorkeeper, and brought Peter in.

* This is not Peter “hanging out with the world” as some
suggest.

* Peter and John are the only disciples to be found.

* Here is the difference between Judas and Peter. Peter is
persevering with his faith. That is how a for-real disciple is
identified.

56 And a servant-girl, seeing him as he sat in the firelight
and looking intently at him, said, "This man was with Him
too."

57 But he denied it, saying, "Woman, | do not know Him."
DENIAL #1
* No doubt there was discussion around the fire.

* This girl recognizes Peter. Stares at him. Do you think Peter
sensed he was being stared at?

* This is guilt by association.

* Peter flat-out denies it. No “ifs, ands, or buts.” No
hesitation.

* The temptation was too great. Peter had failed to pray in
the garden.

* Now fear sets in.
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58 A little later, another saw him and said, "You are one of
them too!" But Peter said, "Man, | am not!"

DENIAL #2
* Here is another who recognizes Peter as a follower.

“man” — avOToToc — used here to emphatically deny any
association.

* | can imagine Peter is feeling the heat. Things a starting to
close in on him.

* No hesitation here.

59 After about an hour had passed, another man began to
insist, saying, "Certainly this man also was with Him, for he
is a Galilean too."

60 But Peter said, "Man, | do not know what you are talking
about.”" Immediately, while he was still speaking, a rooster
crowed.

DENIAL #3

* “hour” — Peter has had time to think. Would he change
direction and start affirming his relationship with Jesus?

* This man is identifying Peter, not by his appearance, but by
his accent.

* Peter explodes at this point. The pressure has reached its
limit. He would not change direction.



59 After about an hour had passed, another man began to insist,
saying, "Certainly this man also was with Him, for he is a
Galilean too."”

60 But Peter said, "Man, | do not know what you are talking
about.a’l’ Immediately, while he was still speaking, a rooster
crowed.

Matt 26:74

74 Then he began to curse and swear, "I do not know the man!"
And immediately a rooster crowed.

* Peter lost it at this point. But the evidence is all there.
* Peter fulfilled Jesus’ prophecy at this point.
* Even while Peter is still speaking, the rooster crows.

* The Word of the Lord is always true. It knows and reads us
perfectly.

Heb 4:12

12 For the word of God is living and active and sharper than an
two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul an
spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts
and intentions of the heart.

61 The Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter
remembered the word of the Lord, how He had told him,
"Before a rooster crows today, you will deny Me three
times."

THE LOOK

* Oh my! 1 final gaze at Peter, but this time it is not from an
accuser but from the Lord Jesus Himself.

geuPAenw — to fix your gaze on something, look on intently.

* Note: The timing of the Lord turning His head. It’s the
“turning of the head and the gaze” that is so powerful.

* What was in this “look”?
1. Conviction.
2. Compassion.
3. Confirmation.
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62 And he went out and wept bitterly. Application
* Peter was overcome with conviction and emotion. 1. How strong are your convictions?
* He had to get away by himself.

“bitterly” — mxpwo - used of pungent food, bitter, reaction 2. Do not doubt the truthfulness of God’s Word.
may be violent.

* When pride falls, it is very painful. 3. Do not underestimate the power of prayer over future

temptation.

4. Every time we fail in our walk with the Lord, 2 things
happen:
1. God reminds us of the weakness of our flesh.
2. God reminds us of His grace that restores us.



