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“DEALING TREACHEROUSLY”

Malachi 2:10-16

March 11, 2012



Mal 2:10-16

10 "Do we not all have one father? Has not one God created us? Why do we
deal treacherously each against his brother so as to profane the covenant of
our fathers?

11 "Judah has dealt treacherously, and an abomination has been committed in
Israel and in Jerusalem; for Judah has profaned the sanctuary of the Lord
which He loves and has married the daughter of a foreign god.

12 "As for the man who does this, may the Lord cut off from the tents of Jacob
everyone who awakes and answers, or who presents an offering to the Lord
of hosts.

13 "This is another thing you do: you cover the altar of the Lord with tears,
with weeping and with groaning, because He no longer regards the offering
or accepts it with favor from your hand.

14 "Yet you say, 'For what reason?' Because the Lord has been a witness
between you and the wife of your youth, against whom you have dealt
treacherously, though she is your companion and your wife by covenant.

15 "But not one has done so who has a remnant of the Spirit. And what did
that one do while he was seeking a godly offspring? Take heed then to your
spirit, and let no one deal treacherously against the wife of your youth.

16 "For | hate divorce," says the Lord, the God of Israel, "and him who covers
his garment with wrong," says the Lord of hosts. "So take heed to your
spirit, that you do not deal treacherously."
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John 8:44

44 "You are of your father the devil, and you want to
do the desires of your father.
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Deut 7:1-5

1 "When the Lord your God brings you into the land
where you are entering to possess it, and clears away
many nations before you, the Hittites and the
Girgashites and the Amorites and the Canaanites and
the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, seven
nations greater and stronger than you,

2 and when the Lord your God delivers them before you
and you defeat them, then you shall utterly destroy
them. You shall make no covenant with them and show
no favor to them.

3 "Furthermore, you shall not intermarry with them; you
shall not give your daughters to their sons, nor shall
you take their daughters for your sons.

4 "For they will turn your sons away from following Me to
serve other gods; then the anger of the Lord will be
kindled against you and He will quickly destroy you.



2 Cor 6:14-18

14 Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership
have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light
with darkness?

15 Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in
common with an unbeliever?

16 Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are
the temple of the living God; just as God said,

"I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK AMONG THEM;
AND | WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE.

17 "Therefore, COME OUT FROM THEIR MIDST AND BE SEPARATE,"
says the Lord.

"AND DO NOT TOUCH WHAT IS UNCLEAN;
And | will welcome you.

18 "And | will be a father to you,

And you shall be sons and daughters to Me,"
Says the Lord Almighty.



Ezra 9:1-10:3

1

Now when these things had been completed, the princes approached me, saying,
"The people of Israel and the priests and the Levites have not separated
themselves from the peoples of the lands, according to their abominations, those
of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the
Moabites, the Egyptians and the Amorites.

"For they have taken some of their daughters as wives for themselves and for
their sons, so that the holy race has intermingled with the peoples of the lands;
indeed, the hands of the princes and the rulers have been foremost in this
unfaithfulness."

When | heard about this matter, | tore my garment and my robe, and pulled some
of the hair from my head and my beard, and sat down appalled.

Then everyone who trembled at the words of the God of Israel on account of the
unfaithfulness of the exiles gathered to me, and | sat appalled until the evening
offering.

But at the evening offering | arose from my humiliation, even with my garment
and my robe torn, and | fell on my knees and stretched out my hands to the Lord
my God;

and | said, "O my God, | am ashamed and embarrassed to lift up my face to You,
my God, for our iniquities have risen above our heads and our guilt has grown
even to the heavens.

"Since the days of our fathers to this day we have been in great guilt, and on
account of our iniquities we, our kings and our priests have been given into the
hand of the kings of the lands, to the sword, to captivity and to plunder and to
open shame, as it is this day.



8 "But now for a brief moment grace has been shown from the Lord our God, to leave
us an escaped remnant and to give us a peg in His holy place, that our God may
enlighten our eyes and grant us a little reviving in our bondage.

9 "For we are slaves; yet in our bondage our God has not forsaken us, but has
extended lovingkindness to us in the sight of the kings of Persia, to give us
reviving to raise up the house of our God, to restore its ruins and to give us a wall
in Judah and Jerusalem.

10 "Now, our God, what shall we say after this? For we have forsaken Your
commandments,

11 which You have commanded by Your servants the prophets, saying, 'The land which
you are entering to possess is an unclean land with the uncleanness of the peoples
of the lands, with their abominations which have filled it from end to end and with
their impurity.

12 'So now do not give your daughters to their sons nor take their daughters to your
sons, and never seek their peace or their prosperity, that you may be strong and
eat the good things of the land and leave it as an inheritance to your sons forever.

13 "After all that has come upon us for our evil deeds and our great guilt, since You our
God have requited us less than our iniquities deserve, and have given us an
escaped remnant as this,

14 shall we again break Your commandments and intermarry with the peoples who
commit these abominations? Would You not be angry with us to the point of
destruction, until there is no remnant nor any who escape?

15 "O Lord God of Israel, You are righteous, for we have been left an escaped remnant,
as it is this day; behold, we are before You in our guilt, for no one can stand before
You because of this.”



Ezra 10:1,2

1 Now while Ezra was praying and making confession,
weeping and prostrating himself

before the house of God, a very large assembly,
men, women and children, gathered

to him from Israel; for the people wept bitterly.

2 Shecaniah the son of Jehiel, one of the sons of
Elam, said to Ezra, "We have been

unfaithful to our God and have married foreign
women from the peoples of the land;
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Matt 19:3-7

3 Some Pharisees came to Jesus, testing Him and
asking, "ls it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for
any reason at all?"

4 And He answered and said, "Have you not read that
He who created them from the beginning MADE
THEM MALE AND FEMALE,

5 and said, 'FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE
HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND BE JOINED TO HIS
WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH'?

6 "So they are no longer two, but one flesh. What
therefore God has joined together, let no man
separate.”
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Gen 15:2-4

2 Abram said, "O Lord God, what will You give me, since | am childless, and the heir of
my house is Eliezer of Damascus?"

3 And Abram said, "Since You have given no offspring to me, one born in my house is
my heir."

4 Then behold, the word of the Lord came to him, saying, "This man will not be your
heir;

Gen 16:1-6

16 Now Sarai, Abram's wife had borne him no children, and she had an Egyptian maid
whose name was Hagar.

2 So Sarai said to Abram, "Now behold, the Lord has prevented me from bearing
children. Please go in to my maid; perhaps | will obtain children through her." And
Abram listened to the voice of Sarai.

3 After Abram had lived ten years in the land of Canaan, Abram's wife Sarai took Hagar
the Egyptian, her maid, and gave her to her husband Abram as his wife.

4 He went in to Hagar, and she conceived; and when she saw that she had conceived,
her mistress was despised in her sight.

5 And Sarai said to Abram, "May the wrong done me be upon you. | gave my maid into
your arms, but when she saw that she had conceived, | was despised in her sight.
May the Lord judge between you and me."

6 But Abram said to Sarai, "Behold, your maid is in your power; do to her what is good
in your sight." So Sarai treated her harshly, and she fled from her presence.
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Application

1. Believers are forbidden in the Bible from marrying
unbelievers. Why?

A. The marriage partners will be “pulling” in different directions.

B. The believer will conform to the unbeliever and not the
reverse. The spiritual can become carnal but the unspiritual
can not become spiritual (without the new birth).

C. There are no guarantees that the unbeliever will ever be
saved.

1 Cor 7:16

16 For how do you know, O wife, whether you will save your
husband? Or how do you know, O husband, whether you will
save your wife?



2. Therefore it is best for a believer not even to date
an unbeliever. Emotions, infatuation, are very
powerful and can cloud a believer’s understanding

of what is at stake. Dating evangelism has no
biblical support.

3. Divorcing your spouse to marry an unbeliever is
wrong on 3 accounts:

A. Divorce is wrong.
B. Marrying and unbeliever is wrong.
C. Being unfaithful to God and His Word are wrong.

4. If you go into a sin knowing it is wrong but think
you can superficially ask for forgiveness after you
sin —think again — God will reject your request.

5. Marriage in God'’s eyes is a lifelong covenant made
between 1 man and 1 woman.



